A   FLICKER   FROM   THE  EMBERS          399
official representative of the English nation, was the
only possible method, which was likely to be agreeable
or acceptable. Therefore, an annuity of £4,000 was of-
fered, not from the Civil List, not from the Nation, but
from the Privy Purse, from King George to Cardinal
Henry—from one English Gentleman to another. The
delicate tact and straightforwardness with which the Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Bri-
tannic Majesty at the Court of Vienna made the offer; the
complimentary terms of his letter to the "August Person-
age ;" his guarded denunciation of the French robbers of
the Cardinal as "the Universal Plague of our time which
"seems to design the destruction of all that is most worthy
"of Veneration and Respect;" his proffered homage;—all
these qualities egregiously deserved Cardinal Stefano
Borgia's epithet "very polite," and made the proposal
one which honourably and gratefully could be accepted.
At least the Cardinal-Duke of York was pleased to think
so, as the two letters following here will shew. It may be
observed that they are written in incoherent and peculiar
English. Let it be remembered that they were written by
, a very old gentleman, under circumstance of extreme agi-
tation ; in a language of appalling difficulty which, though
his native tbrigue, was altogether strange to him; for he
had not lived in England, and, in his life-long exile, he
used nothing but Latin with his clergy or Italian with his
friends.
He wrote from the Conclave on the Island of San
Giorgio on the twenty-sixth of February, 1800; and the
letters are sealed with the Royal Arms of England and
France surmounted with the Cardinalitial Hat instead of
the Crown.
(I.  To Lord Minto.)
"With the arrival of Mr. Oakley who has been this morning with
"Me, I have received by his discourse, and much more by your

